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Federal Office of Public Health FOPH 

Coronavirus: Measures and ordinances

There are various measures, rules and bans in place on the basis of the epidemic. They all

have the same goal: to contain the coronavirus. The Federal Council will adapt the

national rules if necessary. In some cantons stricter rules apply. 

Overview: national rules and bans

Measures to date

Future measures: three-phase model

Cantonal measures

Ordinances

Explanatory notes

Covid-19 Act
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This infographic for download:  Federal government eases measures to combat the

coronavirus (PNG, 751 kB, 27.05.2021)

Overview: national rules and bans

The following overview shows the rules and bans that currently apply nationwide. In

other words, these measures, at the very minimum, apply throughout Switzerland.

Stricter measures may apply in certain cantons. You can find information about these in

the section entitled Cantonal measures.

Work



https://www.bag.admin.ch/dam/bag/en/bilder/mt/covid-19/regeln-empfehlungen.png.download.png/Rules_recommendations.png
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Working from home compulsory: Working from home is compulsory in all areas where it is

possible to work from home without disproportionate effort.Companies can lift the

requirement for their employees to work from home if they have introduced a test concept.

Further information in this regard can be found on the website “Tests ”.

Masks compulsory indoors: If several people are working in the same room or using the lift

together they must all wear a mask. This rule also applies if large distances are maintained,

for example in open-plan offices. Further details can be found on the Masks  page.

Protection in the workplace: Information can be found on the page Precautionary

measures  and on the page People at especially high risk . 

Private gatherings and parties 

The number of people allowed to attend events among friends and family (for example

gatherings and parties) is limited. The numbers include children.  

Rule indoors: A maximum of 30 people is allowed. 

Rule outdoors: A maximum of 50 people is allowed.

Events

Events with more than 50 participants are prohibited. The affects, for example, club

activities and museum tours as well as events with family and friends that take place in a

publicly accessible establishment (e.g. in a restaurant’s dining hall).

Special rules apply to events with an audience (see below).

Special rules also apply to individual events, especially those of a religious or political nature:

Religious events with a maximum of 100 people inside and 300 people outside are

permitted. Participating individuals such as priests and organists are not included in

this figure. In the case of seats, as found in a church, only every second seat may be

occupied or an equivalent distance must be maintained.

Parliamentary and communal assemblies, political demonstrations and the collection

of signatures for referendums and initiatives are permitted without a limit on the

number of people in attendance. Events for the formation of political opinion

(information events on proposals submitted to the vote of the people) are permitted

inside with a maximum of 100 participants and outside with a maximum of 300

participants.

For young people (born in 2001 or later): Various exceptions. Information in this

regard can be found in the section “Children and young adults”.

The following applies to events with an audience:

https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/testen.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/masken.html#11550956
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes/empfehlungen-fuer-die-arbeitswelt.html#493256159
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/krankheit-symptome-behandlung-ursprung/besonders-gefaehrdete-menschen.html#-1709285807
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A maximum of 100 attendees at events indoors

A maximum of 300 attendees at events outdoors

Precautionary measures must be implemented for all events. Further details can be found

on the precautionary measures page.   

Masks

Masks must be worn in many public spaces, for example in shops, in restaurants, on public

transport and in busy pedestrian zones. Further details can be found on the Masks  page.

The general rule of thumb applies: Always wear a mask when you are away from home and

unable to maintain social distancing of 1.5 metres from other people at all times.  

Shops, markets and service businesses

Shops and service businesses: There are limits on the number of customers allowed in

shops and service businesses. You will find detailed information on this in the annex to the

relevant ordinance (in German , in French , in Italian ).

Markets: Markets may be held both indoors and outdoors. Indoor trade fairs, however, are

still not allowed.

Restaurants and bars are open

 The following applies to open catering establishments (with the exception of canteens):

A maximum of four people per table are allowed inside and six people per table outside;

this does not apply to parents with children.

Seating is compulsory.

Masks may only be removed at the table.

A distance of 1.5 metres must be maintained between the tables or a barrier must be

installed.

Contact details must be collected from everyone.

Clubs closed

Discotheques and dance venues are closed. Dance events may not be held (dance

performances in front of a seated audience are not affected by this ban).

https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes/empfehlungen-fuer-die-arbeitswelt.html#-1537419495
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/masken.html#11550956
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2020/439/de#annex_1/lvl_d917e49/lvl_3
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2020/439/fr#annex_1/lvl_d917e49/lvl_3
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2020/439/it#annex_1/lvl_d917e49/lvl_3
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Cultural, sports and recreational facilities

Open: Publicly accessible leisure and entertainment facilities such as museums, zoos,

libraries and reading rooms, archives, cinemas, swimming pools, sports facilities and fitness

centres, wellness facilities and thermal baths.

Still closed:  Indoor areas of water parks and leisure pools.

Children and young adults

The following applies to children and young people born in or after 2001:

 Practices, rehearsals and training for cultural and sports activities are all permitted

without restriction. Performances and competitions are also permitted. Singing together

is permitted, also in choirs and music lessons. Concerts are allowed. Only choir concerts

performed in front of an audience indoors are still prohibited

Open children’s and youth activities are permitted. Youth clubs are open.

Adults: recreational cultural activities 

The following applies to adults born in 2000 or earlier:

Indoors: Recreational cultural activities may be held indoors with a maximum of 50 people

provided everyone wears a mask and maintains sufficient distance. 

Exemption from the mask-wearing requirement

 

Masks may be dispensed with if these conditions are met:

Contact data: Contact details are collected from all participants.

Sufficient space: There must be 25 square metres available for each person or 

effective barriers must be put in place. Where light activities are performed within the

space (without singing), 10 square metres per person or effective barriers suffice.

Ventilation: The room must have effective ventilation 

Outdoors: Recreational cultural activities may be held outdoors with a maximum of 50

people provided everyone wears a mask or maintains sufficient distance. Activities are

possible without masks being worn or if sufficient distance can’t be maintained provided

the contact data of the participants is collected.

Adults: singing
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Singing is permitted in the following situations:

At religious services if all participants are wearing a mask.

Singing during free time: Up to a maximum of 50 people.

Outside: If everyone wears a mask or a distance of 1.5 metres is maintained. In instances

in which masks are not worn or a distance of 1.5 metres cannot be maintained, the

contact data of the participants must be collected.

Inside: If everyone wears a mask or a distance of 1.5 metres is maintained. In instances in

which masks are not worn, 25 metres squared must be available for each individual

person or effective barriers must be installed between them. The contact data of all

participants must also be collected, with effective ventilation being ensured.

Choirs are only allowed to perform in front of an audience outdoors.

For professional singers: Rehearsals and performances are allowed. Specific

precautionary measures must be in place. Choir performance are only permitted

outdoors.

Adults: recreational sport

The following applies to adults born in 2000 or earlier:

A maximum of 50 people may be present.

Outdoors, a face mask must be worn or a sufficient distance maintained. In instances in

which masks are not worn or a sufficient distance cannot be maintained, the contact

data of the participants must be collected.

Indoors, a sufficient distance must be maintained and face masks must be worn.

Exceptions from the requirement to wear a mask for indoor sport

 

Necessity: If the sport cannot be performed with a mask.

Contact data: If contact details are collected from all participants.

Sufficient space: There must be 25 square metres available for each person or

effective barriers must be put in place.

Where light activities are performed within the space, 10 square metres per person or

effective barriers suffice.

In indoors swimming pools, a space of 15 square metres per person must be available.

Ventilation: The room must have effective ventilation.

Professional setting: Sport and culture
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There are no restrictions on professional rehearsals/practice or training sessions. Wherever

possible, however, the requirements pertaining to hygiene, distancing and – if distancing

cannot be maintained – mask wearing must be observed. Employers are required to protect

the health of athletes, dancers, actors, orchestra members, etc. 

For competitions and performances in front of an audience, the rules for events apply

(exception: indoor concerts by choirs are forbidden).

Further information can be found on the website of the Federal Office for Sport FOSPO (in

German , in French , in Italian ) and on the website of the Federal Office of Culture FOC (in

German , in French , in Italian ). 

Schools

Compulsory schools: Face-to-face teaching is permitted. Schools must implement

precautionary measures.

Upper secondary schools (e.g. baccalaureate and vocational schools): Classroom teaching

is permitted. Schools must implement precautionary measures. Everyone on site must also

wear a mask. There is no restriction on group size for sports tuition and this may also be

held in sports halls.  

Tertiary level (e.g. universities and other higher education institutions) and recreational

courses: Classroom teaching is permitted. Masks must be worn and a sufficient distance

must be maintained. For classroom teaching with no restrictions on the number of

participants, a test concept must be in place and approval from the canton must be

granted. If these requirements are not met, a maximum of 50 people may participate in the

class and capacity is restricted to one half of the room.

Precautionary measures

All operators of publicly accessible establishments and businesses must draw up and

implement precautionary measures. 

Isolation

Anyone who tests positive for the coronavirus must self-isolate. Details can be found on the

Isolation and quarantine page. 

Quarantine

https://www.baspo.admin.ch/de/aktuell/covid-19-sport.html
https://www.baspo.admin.ch/fr/aktuell/covid-19-sport.html
https://www.baspo.admin.ch/it/aktuell/covid-19-sport.html
https://www.bak.admin.ch/bak/de/home/themen/covid19.html
https://www.bak.admin.ch/bak/fr/home/themes/covid19.html
https://www.bak.admin.ch/bak/it/home/temi/covid19.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes/empfehlungen-fuer-die-arbeitswelt.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes/empfehlungen-fuer-die-arbeitswelt.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes/empfehlungen-fuer-die-arbeitswelt.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/isolation-und-quarantaene.html
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Individuals must go into quarantine if they have

been in close contact with someone who has tested positive. Details can be found on the

Isolation and quarantine page.

travelled to Switzerland from areas with a high risk of infection. Details can be found on

the Entering Switzerland page. 

Penalties
Anyone contravening the measures to fight the epidemic is committing an offence; persons

who fail to comply with the rules may be fined between 50 and 200 francs, depending on

the offence. For example, anyone who does not wear a mask on public transport, in

stations, at a bus or tram stop or in and immediately outside publicly accessible buildings

may be fined. A fixed penalty may also be issued to persons attending banned events or

holding an unpermitted private event.  

Measures to date
Would you like to know what measures the federal government has adopted in the past? In

this case you have various options:

The Ordinances section contains links to all applicable COVID ordinances. The links take

you to the "Classified compilation" website, which includes all versions of the ordinances

to date.

The Explanatory notes section explains the currently applicable ordinances and all

previously applicable ordinances.

Overview as of 1 December 2020: Table Changes to the national measures (PDF, 184

kB, 27.04.2021). 

Overview from 27 April to 30 November 2020: Table on the easing and tightening of

measures (PDF, 182 kB, 27.04.2021).

Future measures: three-phase model
Future measures will be based on the epidemiological situation and Switzerland’s overall

strategy for managing the epidemic. The Swiss Federal Council has defined a three-phase

model outlining the strategic approach up to the exit from the COVID-19 crisis against the

backdrop of increasing vaccination coverage and the introduction of broad and repetitive

testing.

You will find more information on the strategy for managing COVID-19 on the Situation in

Switzerland site.





https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/isolation-und-quarantaene.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/empfehlungen-fuer-reisende/quarantaene-einreisende.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/dam/bag/en/dokumente/mt/k-und-i/aktuelle-ausbrueche-pandemien/2019-nCoV/tabelle-aenderungen-massnahmen.pdf.download.pdf/Changes_measures.pdf
https://www.bag.admin.ch/dam/bag/en/dokumente/mt/k-und-i/aktuelle-ausbrueche-pandemien/2019-nCoV/covid-19-tabelle-lockerung.pdf.download.pdf/Easing_of_measures_and_possible_next_steps.pdf
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/situation-schweiz-und-international.html
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Cantonal measures 
Since June 2020, Switzerland has been in a special situation under the terms of the Federal

Epidemics Act. The Federal Council determines the measures that apply throughout

Switzerland. However, compared to the extraordinary situation in the spring of 2020, the

cantons now have a greater say in matters. The cantons also adopt additional measures if

the case numbers in their territory increase or threaten to increase. Therefore, the measures

can differ from one canton to the next.

Consult the corresponding canton to find out which cantonal measures apply. Where the

cantonal measures are stricter than the national measures then these must be observed.

The links to information provided by the cantons can be found on the website www.ch.ch

(in German , French  or Italian ).  

Directives to the cantons
(these directives are not available in English)

Directive to the cantons concerning contact tracing and controls: German (PDF, 683 kB,

11.12.2020), French (PDF, 844 kB, 14.12.2020), Italian (PDF, 841 kB, 11.12.2020)

Healthcare provision
The cantons can require public and private hospitals to make capacity available to treat

COVID-19 patients.

Hospitals are required to have sufficient stocks of essential medicines to treat both COVID-

19 patients and those requiring other urgent medical treatment.

The federal government supports the cantons in ensuring the supply of medical goods. 

To that end, it has issued a series of rules

e.g.:

By introducing a duty to report for important therapeutic products and medical goods

it is possible to identify supply shortages in good time and resolve them in a targeted

manner.

The federal government can centrally procure important medical products which

cannot be acquired via the usual channels, so as to support the cantons and their

healthcare institutions, non-profit organisations and third parties (e.g. laboratories,

pharmacies). The material will then be distributed centrally.

Certain medicinal products may be used in the treatment of coronavirus patients

without being licensed by Swissmedic. The prerequisite is that the medicinal products



 

https://www.ch.ch/de/coronavirus/#kontakte-und-informationen-der-kantonalen-behoerden
https://www.ch.ch/fr/coronavirus/#contacts-et-informations-des-autoritn-s-cantonales
https://www.ch.ch/it/coronavirus/#contatti-e-informazioni-delle-autoritno-cantonali
https://www.bag.admin.ch/dam/bag/de/dokumente/mt/k-und-i/aktuelle-ausbrueche-pandemien/2019-nCoV/weisung-kantone-ct-und-kontrolle-dezember-2020.PDF.download.PDF/Weisung%20Kantone%20CT%20und%20Kontrolle.pdf.PDF
https://www.bag.admin.ch/dam/bag/fr/dokumente/mt/k-und-i/aktuelle-ausbrueche-pandemien/2019-nCoV/weisung-kantone-ct-und-kontrolle-dezember-2020.PDF.download.PDF/Directive%20cantons%20CT%20et%20contr%C3%B4les.PDF
https://www.bag.admin.ch/dam/bag/it/dokumente/mt/k-und-i/aktuelle-ausbrueche-pandemien/2019-nCoV/weisung-kantone-ct-und-kontrolle-dezember-2020.PDF.download.PDF/Direttiva%20Cantoni%20CT%20e%20controlli.PDF
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contain an active pharmaceutical ingredient listed in the relevant Ordinance, and that

a licence application has been submitted to Swissmedic.

The individual provisions relating to the supply of important medical goods can be found in

COVID-19 Ordinance 3 .

Reporting requirement for healthcare providers

The federal government coordinates the availability of hospital beds necessary for COVID-

19 patients, for which it needs up-to-date information from hospitals. For example, the

cantons are required to notify the Coordinated Medical Services (CMS) of how many

hospital beds and intensive care spaces are occupied. 

Ordinances

Ordinance 3 on Measures to Combat the Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Ordinance on Measures during the Special Situation to combat the COVID-19 Epidemic

Ordinance on the Proximity Tracing System for the Sars-CoV-2 coronavirus

Ordinance on Measures to Combat the Coronavirus (COVID-19) in International Passenger

Transport

Explanatory notes

This content is not available in English. Please switch to the German , French  or Italian

version of this page.

Covid-19 Act
The Federal Covid-19 Act (in German , French  or Italian ) was passed by the Swiss parliament

on 25 September 2020. It creates a legal basis allowing the Federal Council to maintain the

measures resolved by emergency decree that are still necessary to manage the Covid-19

epidemic.

Links

https://www.admin.ch/opc/en/classified-compilation/20201773/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/en/classified-compilation/20201773/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/en/classified-compilation/20201774/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/en/classified-compilation/20201730/index.html
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2021/61/en
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/de/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes.html#-1631444171
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/fr/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes.html#-993003382
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/it/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes.html#-470642869
https://www.admin.ch/opc/de/classified-compilation/20202070/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/20202070/index.html
https://www.admin.ch/opc/it/classified-compilation/20202070/index.html
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Last modification 28.05.2021

Informations complémentaires

Legislation

Communicable Diseases Legislation – Epidemics Act, (EpidA)

The Epidemics Act aims to ensure that communicable diseases are detected, monitored,

prevented and controlled at an early stage and helps to better manage disease outbreaks

with a high risk potential.

SECO study on the effectiveness of non-pharmaceutical measures to contain the spread

of the coronavirus (PDF, 1 MB, 20.07.2020) (Report in German with summary in French,

Italian and English)



Precautionary measures

For businesses/institutions, children and schools, gastronomy sector, medical practices, public

transport, sport and recommendations for employers

Health insurance arrangements

Coverage of medical expenses, tariffs and financing

Communicable Diseases Legislation – Epidemics Act, (EpidA)

The Epidemics Act aims to ensure that communicable diseases are detected, monitored,

prevented and controlled at an early stage and helps to better manage disease outbreaks with a

high risk potential.

Easy-to-read language

Rules and prohibitions of the Federal Council, information about the corona virus, when you

have to stay at home

Sign language

The rules and prohibitions of the Federal Council, information about the corona virus, when you

have to stay at home

Contact

https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/gesetze-und-bewilligungen/gesetzgebung/gesetzgebung-mensch-gesundheit/epidemiengesetz.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/dam/bag/en/dokumente/mt/k-und-i/aktuelle-ausbrueche-pandemien/2019-nCoV/wirksamkeit-nicht-pharmazeutischer-massnahmen-zur-eindaemmung-des-coronavirus.pdf.download.pdf/wirksamkeit-nicht-pharmazeutischer-massnahmen-zur-eindaemmung-des-coronavirus.pdf
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes/empfehlungen-fuer-die-arbeitswelt.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/regelung-krankenversicherung.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/gesetze-und-bewilligungen/gesetzgebung/gesetzgebung-mensch-gesundheit/epidemiengesetz.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/barrierefreie-inhalte/leichte-sprache.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/barrierefreie-inhalte/gebaerdensprache.html
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https://www.bag.admin.ch/content/bag/en/home/krankheiten/ausbrueche-epidemien-

pandemien/aktuelle-ausbrueche-epidemien/novel-cov/massnahmen-des-bundes.html

Federal Office of Public Health FOPH 

Infoline Coronavirus 

Tel. +41 58 463 00 00 

tel:+41 58 463 00 00

